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Exploring Alternatives to Medicine During
the Cold/Flu Season
What do studies say about Elderberry, Vitamin D,
and Vitamin C?
First and foremost, it is important to know that the studies of elderberry,
vitamin D, and vitamin C were never intended to replace the flu vaccine.
To date, the flu vaccine continues to be the safest preventative option
that is recommended yearly by the CDC. See previous newsletter for
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more information on the flu vaccine.
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You may have seen the recent hype in the news with elderberry extract.
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According to several studies dating all the way back to 2003, elderberry

2/26/20 7:00-8:00 PM

extract has shown significant benefits during the flu, reducing the days of
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illness by more than half, if started within the first 48 hours of illness or
when symptoms first appear. At this time, elderberry is not FDA approved
and continues to be studied. Currently, it is not regulated. There are
many variations being sold. Some formulas may not be pure elderberry
extract and may contain other additives, such as echinacea. It is
important to consult with your physician and pharmacist regarding trusted
brands, dosage, and to ensure it will not interact with other medications
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Exploring Alternatives (continued)
studied and is classified as a
dietary supplement, sold in
pharmaceutical stores. Elderberry
has a mild diuretic and laxative
effect. In the studies reviewed,
there were not any reports of
diarrhea or adverse effects,
however it is still possible to
experience side effects if given with
other medications that may have
interactions. Hence, it is not safe to
make your own. You also should
not expect to get the same
therapeutic effects from elderberry
jams.

could be dangerous.

When a virus enters your body, it
latches on to your healthy cells,
infects them, and causes these
infected cells to reproduce the
virus. Elderberry works in two
ways.

How does vitamin D work? Vitamin
D stimulates production of cells
with antimicrobial properties to
suppress inflammation.

1. The antiviral mechanism blocks
the ability of the virus to further
invade other cells.
2. The antiviral mechanism
deactivates the virus in the
infected cells, preventing further
replication of the virus.
In reviewing the effects of vitamin
D, a study from 2010, concluded
that there are immunity benefits to
keeping your vitamin D levels
above 38 ng/ml, reducing the
incidence and severity of acute
viral respiratory illness by one half.
Before going out to purchase a
vitamin D supplement, you should
have your levels checked and have
a conversation with your doctor to
obtain safe dosing
recommendations and regularly
monitor your levels. Too much
Vitamin D can lead to toxic levels
of calcium and phosphate, which
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There are many variables to getting
enough vitamin D. It depends on
how much sunlight exposure you
get, your skin tone, your body
mass, and your diet. Unfortunately,
there are not enough food sources
that provide adequate amounts of
vitamin D. This is why milk
products, orange juice, and other
breakfast foods are processed with
vitamin D supplementation. Lighter
skin tones tend to have higher
levels of vitamin D.

Surprisingly, the effectiveness of
vitamin C in reduction of illnesses
have been variable. Some studies
have shown that long term
prophylaxis had some impact on
the duration of illness, but
percentages were relatively small.
However, there were significant
reductions in duration of illness
seen in professional athletes during
periods of heavy physical activity.
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Vitamin C supplementation has
been recommended by many
providers for years. The thought
process behind it, is that Vitamin C
is a strong antioxidant, that inhibits
viruses from replicating and
stimulates the removal of infected
cells. Again, before you purchase
vitamin C, check with your doctor
on whether it is necessary and
what a safe dose is for you.
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